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COMMENCEMENT VERSE

“And the Lord, He is the One who goes before you. 
He will be with you, He will not leave you nor 

forsake you; do not fear nor be dismayed.”

DEUTERONOMY 31:8 (NKJV)



ORDER OF SERVICE

Prelude. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               Dr. Leonard P. Danek, organ
Professor Emeritus of Music

Processional* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                Dr. Leonard P. Danek
	 Pomp and Circumstance
		  Edward Elgar
		  *Audience: Please stand during the processional.

Welcome. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Dr. Corbin Hoornbeek
President

Invocation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               Dr. Margaret A. Diddams 
Member, Board of Trustees

Choral Selections. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              Northwestern Choir
Prof. Timothy K. Sawyer

Professor of Music, conductor

Bless the Lord, O My Soul . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Victor C. Johnson
Words adapted from Psalm 103	 Dr. Heather A. Hood, piano

Bless the Lord, O my soul!
And all that’s within me, bless His name, His holy name. 
For the Lord our God is good, and His mercy is everlasting. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

For the Lord is gracious, and is merciful toward us, 
The Lord is forgiving, and we are crowned with lovingkindness.
The goodness of God is forever! Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

For the Lord is righteous, and His truth is ever for us,
He’s full of compassion, and is abounding in forgiveness. 
The love of God is forever! Bless the Lord, O my soul.

Jesus, I Adore Thee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Thirteenth-century Gregorian Chant
arr. Stephen Caracciolo

Jesus, I adore Thee, Word of truth and grace, 
Who in glory shineth light upon our race.
Christ, to Thee surrendered, my whole heart is bowed. 
Alpha and Omega, Thou true Son of God.

Taste and touch and vision to discern Thee fail; 
Faith that comes by hearing pierces through the veil.
I believe whate’er the Son of God hath told. 
What the Truth hath spoken, that for truth I hold.



Word of God incarnate, Lord of life and light, 
Teach me how to love and worship Thee aright.
Holy Spirit, ever bide within my heart, 
Speaking Thy commandments, telling all Thou art.

Wondrous revelation, verity and grace. 
Lo, in heaven’s glory I see Thee face to face.
Light of endless light Whom heaven and earth adore, 
Fill me with Thy radiance, now and evermore.
© 1991 Roger Dean Publishing Company (Admin. by Lorenz Corporation) CCLI License #778207

Scripture
	 10 a.m.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               Dr. Randy W. Nelson

Interim Dean, College of Graduate, Online, & Adult Learning

	 2 p.m.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Dr. Kirk D. Moss
Dean, Colleges of Arts & Humanities and

Behavioral & Natural Sciences

Hymn: May the Mind of Christ My Savior. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Audience
	 Lyrics: Kate B. Wilkinson, 1925	 Led by Prof. Timothy K. Sawyer
	 Music: A. Cyril Barham-Gould, 1925	

May the mind of Christ my Savior live in me from day to day,
By His love and power controlling all I do and say.

May the Word of God dwell richly in my heart from hour to hour,
So that all may see I triumph only through His power.

May the peace of God my Father rule my life in everything,
That I may be calm to comfort sick and sorrowing.

May the love of Jesus fill me as the waters fill the sea,
Him exalting, self abasing — this is victory.

May I run the race before me, strong and brave to face the foe,
Looking only unto Jesus as I onward go.

May His beauty rest upon me as I seek the lost to win,
And may they forget the channel, seeing only Him.

Graduating Class Speakers
	 10 a.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               Mrs. Grace L. Gould

College of Graduate, Online, & Adult Learning

Miss Adeola A. Adeleke
College of Behavioral & Natural Sciences

	 2 p.m. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              Ms. Grace D. Pompilio
College of Arts & Humanities

Miss Anna M. Podolinsky
College of Professional Studies



Introduction of Speaker. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Dr. Corbin Hoornbeek

Address. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Mrs. Betty M. Mertens
Founder and President, Ella’s Umbrella

Presentation of the Class. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Dr. Janet B. Sommers
Provost | Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs

Conferring of Degrees and Certificates. . . . . . . . . . . . .             Dr. Corbin Hoornbeek

Presentation of Candidates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Mr. Andrew L. Simpson
Registrar

Hooding of Graduate Candidates (10 a.m.). . . . . . . . . . .          Dr. Randy W. Nelson

Presentation of Degrees and Certificates ✾. . . . . . . .       Dr. Margaret A. Diddams 
Dr. Corbin Hoornbeek
Dr. Janet B. Sommers

Welcome to the Northwestern Alumni Family . . . . . . . . .         Mr. Monte W. Abeler 
	 Ceremony of the Tassel	 Director of Alumni & Parent Engagement

Charge to the Class of 2024. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Dr. Corbin Hoornbeek

Benediction ♦
	 10 a.m.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                Mr. Jason R. Sharp

Senior Vice President for Media

	 2 p.m.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Dr. Kirk D. Moss

Recessional and Postlude . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Dr. Leonard P. Danek

Graduates and guests are invited to join President Corbin and Mrs. 
Heather Hoornbeek on the campus green for an outdoor reception.

✾ The Registrar confirms that degrees and certificates are conferred by the 
Board of Trustees only upon successful completion of all degree and certificate 

requirements. Listing of student’s name does not guarantee degree or 
certificate completion.

♦ Please be seated following the benediction until the entire line of march has recessed.

Note: Monitor viewing in the lobby is available for guests.



CANDIDATES
10 a.m. Ceremony

COLLEGE OF 
GRADUATE, ONLINE, & ADULT LEARNING

Graduate Studies

MASTER OF ARTS IN MINISTRY LEADERSHIP

Grace Lian Jie Gould
Grace Evelyn Nyhus

Dean A. Perry
Emma Rae Teal

MASTER OF ARTS IN THEOLOGICAL STUDIES

Ryan David Goodwill Brayden Alexander Thompson

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Eli Samuel Henke
Joseph Segun Oyinloye

Ty Andrew Regehr
Dae Chul Yoo

MASTER OF DIVINITY 

Josiah Patrick Gould Sean T. Malone

MASTER OF ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP

Maame Maryam Smith-Philemon

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN CHRISTIAN STUDIES

Robert J. Ludgate Rachael Ann Stuart

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN DATA ANALYTICS

Kim Olson Laurie Dawn Reding

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN HEALTHCARE MANAGEMENT

Daisy Dawn Koffler

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN LEADERSHIP 

Jolee Kay Mosier

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN MINISTRY LEADERSHIP

Katie Elaine Brown



Adult Undergraduate
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

Cody Mathew Blonigen
Haley A. Canik
Rebekah J. Nelson

Benjamin J. Nikolai
With Distinction

Amanda Margaret VanZee
McKenzie Dawn White

COMMUNICATION STUDIES

Amanda Margaret VanZee

HEALTH PSYCHOLOGY

Carter John Kexel

PSYCHOLOGY

Abby Lynn York
Cum Laude

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS DEGREE

PSYCHOLOGY

Roobsan Umeta Tensaie



COLLEGE OF 
BEHAVIORAL & NATURAL SCIENCES

Department of Biology & Biochemistry
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE

BIOCHEMISTRY

Sophia Winslow ✦
Cum Laude

BIOLOGY

Adeola Amanda Adeleke ✦
Magna Cum Laude

Jon Christian Colombo
Emily Grace Crenshaw

Magna Cum Laude
Annika Sue Dykstra
Allison Nicole Ehnstrom ✦

Summa Cum Laude
Madeline Alyse Ellefson ✦

Summa Cum Laude
Adam Genda ❖ ✙

Magna Cum Laude
Perris Olivia Hilliard ❄
Henok Kebede Leticho ❄

Katharine Grace Mamizuka ✦
Summa Cum Laude

David I. Moore
Kyra Grace Sauve ✦

Magna Cum Laude
Aaron Kenneth TerHaar

Summa Cum Laude
Colton James Toutant
Ethan D. Van Hauwaert
Peize Wang
Trishanna K. Xiong
Yiming Xu ✦ ✙

Summa Cum Laude

HEALTH SCIENCES

Grace Kathryn Bentley
Madelyn Misener
Grace Emma Leigh Moyer ✦ ✙

Magna Cum Laude
Daniel Aaron Reid

Cum Laude
Taylor Julia Schuck ✦ ❖

Summa Cum Laude

Cara Marie Smith ❖
Summa Cum Laude

Ainsley Jayne Thompson ✦
Cum Laude

Emily Angela Zhicay Quituisaca ❄ ✦

Department of Computing, Analytics, & Mathematics
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE

APPLIED MATHEMATICS

Jonathan David Cross
Summa Cum Laude

Anna R. Klimek
Cum Laude

Brandon David Klahn Maatz
Summa Cum Laude

Abigail Elizabeth Thelen ❖
Summa Cum Laude



COMPUTER SCIENCE

Shaelyse Rose Fehr
Summa Cum Laude

Zachary Seth Nilson
Magna Cum Laude

Ephraim F. Xiong

CYBERSECURITY AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS

Alexander D. Brausen
Magna Cum Laude

Ashley Elizabeth Hinrichs
Ephraim F. Xiong

DATA ANALYTICS

Jack Lucas Bieber
Sophia Marie Evers

Jake W. Kato
Robert Dean McHenry

MATHEMATICS EDUCATION

Joelle Christine Bounds ✜
Summa Cum Laude

Jack Elijah Noel LeTexier SG

Summa Cum Laude

Halle Ann Wagner
Magna Cum Laude

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE DEGREE

COMPUTER SCIENCE

Josiah Samuel Paul

Department of Engineering
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE

ENGINEERING

Mika Aroha Aili
Paul David Berglund

Magna Cum Laude
Brayden Matthew Bryson
Jonathan David Cross

Summa Cum Laude
Conrad Marshall Gayner
Max Anthony Hanson

Cum Laude
Caleb Peter Hoilien

Summa Cum Laude
Zoe Bethann Holland
Samuel Ryan Jorgensen
Jack Patrick Lucas
Kathleen Frances McGuire

Summa Cum Laude

Andrew T. Moseley
Oscar Daniel Neilson
Jackson D. Nyhus

Cum Laude
Zane Douglas Schlabach
Parker Jacob Schmidgall

Cum Laude
Brenden Schuffenhauer
Abigail Elizabeth Thelen ❖

Summa Cum Laude
Alexander Robert Vereide

Magna Cum Laude
Matison Ruth Whitmore



Department of Interdisciplinary Studies
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE

INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES

Ethan David Hugare Johanna Hope McGuire
Summa Cum Laude

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS DEGREE

LIBERAL STUDIES

Aaron Noel Aldrich
Hailey Ann Barrows
Drew Robert Beckman
Katelyn Collette Brath
Elijah Jake Carlson
Rebecca Ruth Cave
Megan Cleone Cobb
Victoria S. Cobivnic
Anna Karina Donatelle
Benjamin Edward Everson
Maxwell James Hanni
Susan Grace Harder
Ella Grace Hemp
Lily Xinxia Hubbard
Aidan Joshua Jensen
Elissa Marie Johnson
Emma Olivia Jopp
Evan Joseph Karlen
Richard Joseph Kennedy
Natalie Y. Kormin
Karley Bonnie Loven
Grace Elizabeth Maendel
Emily Elizabeth Maslow
Ashlyn Clara Mehus

Sylvia Grace Miller
Samantha Nicole Mitling
Trinity Rose-Marie Moberg
Lydiah Grace Nielsen
William James Nippert
Peter Wayne Nix
Joy Ogochukwu Okafo
Alina Rae Oyen
Brynn Elizabeth Patton
Jessica Lin Peterman
Aubrey Quinn Peterson
Joshua David Petry
Madeline V. Reinke
Ian Robert Riley
Jolea Judith Riley
Ashton Kade Francis Robinson
Natalie J. Sandmon
Elizabeth Rachel Schmidt
William Robert Skogen
Noah Michael Springer
Mackenzie J. Thielman
Brenna Rose Vogel
Caroline Macy West
Aidin M. Zenkic



Department of Kinesiology, 
Sports Management, & Physical Education

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE

KINESIOLOGY

Emily Anna Anderson
Sidney Ann Sprague Brenteson

Magna Cum Laude
Emma Brianna Davison ✙
Ethan James Grant

Magna Cum Laude
Joylus Boimah Harris
Allison Lynn Knott

Summa Cum Laude
Nicholas Jacob Kunze

Annika Michelle Mossberg
Summa Cum Laude

Emily Marguerite Odegaard
Cum Laude

Amy Nicole Patrick ✙
Magna Cum Laude

Maren Kayley Reu
Magna Cum Laude

Emma Grace Snyder
Jackson Elliot Sonquist

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH
Lindsey Margaret Dvorak ✙

SPORTS MANAGEMENT

Emma Irene Fashant
Seth Gray Fuqua
Olivia Noelle Grosz

Magna Cum Laude

Dylan Pierce Las
Summa Cum Laude

Ian James Mahler
Carson Isaac Sharp

Department of Psychology, Criminal Justice, & 
Law Enforcement

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE

CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Anna Mary Benolkin
Alexander D. Brausen

Magna Cum Laude
Tania A. Chappell
Gabriela Guardado Barrera
Timothy Connor Jeffs

Kallie L. Kreutz ✙
JT Olsen
Abby Makenna Petersen

Magna Cum Laude
Bryce David Teckmeyer



PSYCHOLOGY

Andrea Joy Auspos
Summa Cum Laude 

Rayna Susan Baumgarn
Summa Cum Laude 

Hailey Nicole Davison ✙
Merideth Catherine Distad

Cum Laude 
Bethany Grace Frisk

Summa Cum Laude 
Kelsey Elisabeth Fuglestad

Summa Cum Laude 
Abigail Joy Gerbrandt
Luis R. Hernandez-Cuate ❄

Magna Cum Laude
Maggie Kathleen Hippen
Makalah Marie Hovorka

Summa Cum Laude 
Madeline Kaye Hunter
Kallie L. Kreutz ✙

Breanna Nicole Larsen
Austin Lee
Elisabeth Mareen McRaith

Summa Cum Laude 
Ava L. Moreton
Thomas D. Nelson

Magna Cum Laude 
Abby Makenna Petersen

Magna Cum Laude 
Tierra Jean Picht ✙
Emma Rose Ruegemer

Cum Laude 
Elisa Corinne Schiller

Summa Cum Laude 
Gabrielle Ruth Davis Schlueter
Nathaniel David Swan
Ella Mary Vander Eyk ❖

Summa Cum Laude
Gabriella Joy Weissman

COLLEGE OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

School of Business
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Ryan Matthew Schneider
Summa Cum Laude

School of Theology & Ministry

Department of Christian Ministries
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE

MINISTRY

Evelyn C. Harder



2 p.m. Ceremony

COLLEGE OF ARTS & HUMANITIES
Department of Art & Design

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE

ANIMATION AND ILLUSTRATION

Zachary L. Furlong
Jaedan T. Westenberg
Samuel J. Williams

Cum Laude

Enyi Zhu
Magna Cum Laude 

ART

Cora G. Nelson
Summa Cum Laude

GRAPHIC DESIGN

Emily Mae Ford
Cum Laude 

Samantha J. Jorgenson
Bethany Faith Lunke
Elizabeth Katherine Mork

Summa Cum Laude 

Annaliese Elizabeth Orvis
Summa Cum Laude 

Anna Grace Rolley
Magna Cum Laude 

Benjamin D. Vollhaber

VISUAL ARTS EDUCATION

Rachel Noel Flatten
Molly Beth Schreyer ✙

Cum Laude

Elina Erin Wennerlund

Department of Communication
BACHELOR OF ARTS and BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREES

COMMUNICATION STUDIES

Emma Kate Mehl ✩
Magna Cum Laude

Mia Lou Nowacki ❖ ✩
Summa Cum Laude

Emily Jean Wilder ✩
Magna Cum Laude



MEDIA PRODUCTION

Haeven L. Ennen ✩
Magna Cum Laude 

Raeann Goetz ✩
Cum Laude 

Willem Johannes Huizinga
Molly Diane Krueger ✩

Elliana Faith Naegelen
Cum Laude 

Benjamin Elliot Nathe ✩
Magna Cum Laude 

Benjamin David Radich
Joshua Carl Swanson ✩
Morgan Lee Wiebold ✩

PUBLIC RELATIONS

Raeann Goetz ✩
Cum Laude 

Sydney Paige Larson ✩ ✙
Grace Deborah Pompilio ✩

ASSOCIATE IN APPLIED SCIENCE & BIBLE: MEDIA PRODUCTION

Karis Alise LeTexier ❖

Department of English & Literature
BACHELOR OF ARTS and BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREES

COMMUNICATION ARTS/LITERATURE EDUCATION

Sidney Caroline Danz-Saylors
Anika L. Stone

Magna Cum Laude 

Gabrielle Ashton VandenBrink ✜
Summa Cum Laude 

ENGLISH

Carolyn Noelle Helman ✙
Layne Marie Hickle

Magna Cum Laude
Aletheia Hope Hitz

Summa Cum Laude
Samantha Susan Lee ✩ ✙

Magna Cum Laude

Eva Grace Pankratz ❖
Summa Cum Laude

Erin Rachel Presley
Magna Cum Laude

Kyla A. Stumbo ❖
Summa Cum Laude



Department of History & Related Fields
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE

HISTORY

Greg Norman Berger
Nathaniel Jackson Gale ❖ SG

Summa Cum Laude 

Zachary Logan Morse
Jackson Louis Thompson ❖ SG

Summa Cum Laude 

POLITICS, HISTORY, AND ECONOMICS

Nickolas Patrick Frese ❖
Cum Laude

Selah Kona Her ✙
Magna Cum Laude 

William Peter Jaenchen
Magna Cum Laude 

Isaac John Pilon
Summa Cum Laude

Department of Music & Theatre
BACHELOR OF ARTS, BACHELOR OF SCIENCE,

BACHELOR OF MUSIC, and BACHELOR OF MUSIC EDUCATION DEGREES

MUSIC

Alexis Ann Johnson

MUSIC EDUCATION

Allison G. McNutt Brianna Charolette Palm

MUSIC PERFORMANCE

Joy Suzanna Jasik
Asher Luke Moreton
Elisa Corinne Schiller

Summa Cum Laude

Ingrid Faith Tverberg
Summa Cum Laude 

THEATRE

Hannah Buss
Summa Cum Laude 

Lydia Lee Deavel
Cum Laude 

Jonathon Douglas Haven
Kendra Joy Kispert

Summa Cum Laude 
Zachary Logan Morse
Annika Michelle Mossberg

Summa Cum Laude 
Thomas D. Nelson

Magna Cum Laude 

Mia Lou Nowacki ❖ ✩

Summa Cum Laude 
Lauren Josephine Paulson ❖ ✜

Summa Cum Laude 
Mason Payne
Elizabeth Ann Stuebs ✙
Mia Taylor Sundsmo

Magna Cum Laude 
Annika Elizabeth Wheeler

Cum Laude



Department of World Languages
BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE 

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE EDUCATION

Amanda Ruth Lee
Magna Cum Laude

SPANISH

Priscilla Joy Bronner
Summa Cum Laude 

Ashley Joy Garduno
Cum Laude 

Lydia Jean Henjum
Cum Laude 

COLLEGE OF BEHAVIORAL & NATURAL SCIENCES

Department of Biology & Biochemistry
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE AND BUSINESS

Samantha Nikhil Kothari
Magna Cum Laude

Department of Computing, Analytics, & Mathematics
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE

CYBERSECURITY AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS

Caitlyn Joy Pruis
Summa Cum Laude



COLLEGE OF 
PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

School of Business
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE

ACCOUNTING

Bryce Matthew Crabb
Summa Cum Laude 

Kirsten Elisabeth Darling
Cum Laude 

Parker Adam Grahn
Claire Elizabeth Haakenson ✙
Joseph Gregory Kalski ❖

Magna Cum Laude 

Grady Blair Karges
Cum Laude 

Christopher James Kjarland
Tyler Matthew Monsen

Summa Cum Laude 
Kelly Dawn Van Den Bussche
Khoa Minh Vu

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Curtis Franklin Ferrin
Summa Cum Laude 

Alexa Diane Gnadke
Cum Laude 

Jonathan James Gwinn
Magna Cum Laude 

Katherine LiYang Hinsverk ❖
Summa Cum Laude 

Joshua M. Jendro
Magna Cum Laude 

Andrew Joseph Koehler
Jack Megason
Colin Christopher Bulanek Paschen
Irina Mikhail Stalmakov ✙

Summa Cum Laude 
Mark Ivan Stati

FINANCE

Ryan M. Adkins
Cum Laude 

Lukas P. Cairns
John W. Emison
Ethan D. Erickson
Henry Boima Covenant Fahnbulleh IV
Ethan Thomas Favre

Cum Laude 
Parker Adam Grahn

Joseph Gregory Kalski ❖
Magna Cum Laude 

Caleb Matthew Landry
Magna Cum Laude 

Austin James Lemke
Anna Maria Podolinsky SG

Cole J. Uplegger
Khoa Minh Vu



MARKETING

Gavin James Brenes
Noah T. Deedrick

Summa Cum Laude 
Alexandra Marretta Deem
Elias Christopher Gloege

Summa Cum Laude 
Bryce Kevin Gray
Richard Wesley Hemric III ✙
Katherine LiYang Hinsverk ❖

Summa Cum Laude 

Laura Jessilyn Kemner
Magna Cum Laude 

Michael Norman Munson
Darin Timothy Rupp

Cum Laude 
Jeremiah Staten

Summa Cum Laude 
John Thannum
Madeline Belle Troolin

School of Education
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Lillian Marie Olson ✜
Magna Cum Laude 

Lauren Josephine Paulson ❖ ✜
Summa Cum Laude 

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

Laura Rae Blesi
Cum Laude

Alexis A. Rodriguez
Anneli Joy Schlottman

Summa Cum Laude

Allyson Brynn Straub ✜
Summa Cum Laude

Olivia Lee Yaggy

SOCIAL STUDIES EDUCATION

Cassandra Rose Flynn
Catherine Lucia Loper

Magna Cum Laude 

Micah Daniel Pocernich
Summa Cum Laude 

EDUCATIONAL STUDIES – EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Mackenzie Aubrey Karrmann

EDUCATIONAL STUDIES – ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

Kayla Ann Key Melanie Itzel Viniegra Mendoza



School of Nursing
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING DEGREE

Claire Jing Pearl Arthur
Alisa Sergeevna Belous ✙
Chloe Dianne Bragge

Magna Cum Laude 
Priscilla Joy Bronner

Summa Cum Laude 
Tabitha Sarah Cornes
Amanda M. Crosson
Isabelle Mae Czech ✙

Magna Cum Laude 
Elliana Grace Dodge

Cum Laude 
Bret Duncan
Jada Christine Dunker ✙

Cum Laude 
Evelyn Rose Glewwe

Cum Laude 
Katie Grace Goodwin

Magna Cum Laude 

Lydia Jean Henjum
Cum Laude 

Rylie Renee Hirschey
Kaylee Rose Hoffman
Catherine Rose Hornecker
Maria Evelyn Humber
Jenna Jennine Keranen

Magna Cum Laude 
Elissa Lynn Magnuson
Abigail Nicole Moates ✙
Amber Kay Pautz
Abriel Tulia Rummel ✙
Abby N. Scheel
Mari J. Soderholm

Magna Cum Laude 
Jillian Danae Soencksen

Magna Cum Laude 

School of Theology & Ministry

Department of Biblical & Theological Studies
BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE

BIBLICAL & THEOLOGICAL STUDIES

Collin P. Currier ✝
Summa Cum Laude

PHILOSOPHY

Aletheia Hope Hitz
Summa Cum Laude



Department of Christian Ministries
BACHELOR OF ARTS and BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREES

INTERCULTURAL STUDIES

Isaiah Machen Hitz

MINISTRY

Kinze Elyse Jaeger
Summa Cum Laude 

Jordyn Darcy Kenward ❖
Summa Cum Laude 

Nicole Anne Knudson
Summa Cum Laude 

Stewart J. Morrell ✙
Cum Laude 

Joshua O’Meara
Jesse Paulson
Isabella D. Peterson
Aubrey Allysa Rupple ✙
Olivia Grace Nonika Slavik

Cum Laude

NONPROFIT LEADERSHIP

Natalie Christine Beck Andrew D. Kline

PASTORAL MINISTRY

Nicholas Scott Drinken
Magna Cum Laude 

Jackson Kenneth Rexine ❖
Summa Cum Laude 

Joseph J. Ritzema
Cum Laude 

Nicholas John Vetsch
Magna Cum Laude 

Brennan Eric Jacob Wallin
Magna Cum Laude 

YOUTH STUDIES / YOUTH & EMERGING ADULT STUDIES

Ashley Joy Garduno
Cum Laude 

Jordyn Darcy Kenward ❖
Summa Cum Laude 

Nicole Anne Knudson
Summa Cum Laude 

Cameron M. Morlan
Cum Laude 

❄ ActSix Scholar
✙ First Generation Graduate

✦ Member of Beta Beta Beta, National Biological Honor Society
❖ Member of Eagle Scholars Honors Program

✩ Member of Lambda Pi Eta, National Communication Association Honor Society
✜ Member of Pi Lambda Theta, International Honor Society in Education

✝ Member of Theta Alpha Kappa, National Honor Society for Religious Studies and Theology
SG Member of Student Government, Northwestern Student Association



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We are pleased to introduce our commencement speaker, Mrs. Betty M. 
Mertens. Mrs. Mertens ’07, M’09 is an exemplary model of University 
of Northwestern – St. Paul’s (UNW) mission to equip students to grow 
intellectually and spiritually, to serve effectively in their professions, 
and to give God-honoring leadership in the home, church, community, 
and world.

After growing up in St. Louis, Missouri, Mertens attended Northwestern, 
earning a Bachelor of Arts in Communication, followed by a Master 
of Organizational Leadership degree. During her undergraduate 
experience, Betty was voted President of the Student Government 
Association by her peers; she was the first female to be elected to that 
position in the institution’s history.

Following graduation, Mertens’ professional career began at 
Northwestern, where she oversaw the successful completion of a 
capital campaign to build the Billy Graham Community Life Commons. 
She then returned to St. Louis to begin a corporate career—first for 
technology firm Landis+Gyr, then Nestle Purina. Currently, Mrs. 
Mertens works as Senior Account Manager for Jump, a marketing 
agency that specializes in strategy, creative, and media.

Mertens also channels strong amounts of energy beyond the workplace 
towards additional passions of helping others, be it in the arenas of 
emotional resilience, physical fitness, or at home as a devoted wife 
and mother. She is the founder and president of Ella’s Umbrella, a 
nonprofit dedicated to helping hearts, both physically and emotionally. 
Mrs. Mertens is the author of two books, Unraveled: When Loss Changes 
Everything and Never Far Apart, and teaches as a NASM certified personal 
trainer at her local gym. She has remained connected to Northwestern 
as a member of the Alumni Council, crediting the university for the 
firm foundation it provided in both her personal faith and career 
journey.

Betty’s favorite job is being a mom. She and her husband of 10 years, 
Kyle, are parents to three children. Mertens enjoys traveling, spending 
time outside, and helping things grow—especially relationships, 
people, and plants.
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EAGLE SCHOLARS HONORS PROGRAM

Eagle Scholars graduates have completed all requirements for the 
Northwestern Honors Program, including taking honors courses, 
completing honors papers and projects, and attending various honors 
seminars. We consider these Eagle Scholars to be a testimony to the 
Christian call to excellence in scholarly achievement.

UNDERGRADUATE GRADUATION HONORS

Honors registration for graduates is based on cumulative grade 
point average (GPA) and University of Northwestern credits earned 
(minimum of 60). Honors recognition is given according to the 
following scale:

Summa Cum Laude . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         3.90–4.00
Magna Cum Laude. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           3.75–3.89
Cum Laude. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 3.65–3.74

The cumulative GPA used in the graduation honors scale is based on all 
letter-graded University of Northwestern credits earned at the time of 
degree completion. This includes work taken in all academic programs 
of the university.

Bachelor’s degree students with a minimum of 60 Northwestern 
credits will be eligible for Latin honors recognition as listed above. 
Bachelor’s degree students with between 30–59 Northwestern credits 
with a Northwestern cumulative grade point average of at least 3.90 
will be recognized as graduating “with distinction.”

Final graduation honors listed on the transcript depend on the 
cumulative GPA at the end of the semester when degree requirements 
are satisfied.



ACADEMIC APPAREL

The wearing of bright, colorful hoods and somber gowns at academic 
functions of colleges and universities likely began in the twelfth 
century when universities were taking form under the jurisdiction of 
the church. Most of those studying were clerks in holy orders, monks, 
or priests. They wore a cloak or habit to which was attached a cowl or 
hood, which was used to warm their tonsured heads or thrown back in 
mild weather. Sometimes it served the purpose of holding food or the 
alms that were dropped in by passersby. As the years passed it came 
to be the symbolic garb of the college and university world. Styles 
and colors varied greatly in Europe, but by the late 1800s colleges and 
universites in the United States adopted a uniform code of academic 
garb that is still in use today.

Bachelor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                2-inch border
Sleeves long and pointed, hoods pointed, 3 feet long.

Master. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 3-inch border
Sleeves long and very oblong, slit halfway up for arms, hoods pointed, 3½ feet long.

Doctor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 5-inch border
Very full sleeves with 3 velvet bands, hoods 4 feet long, rounded at bottom.

The color of the hood indicates the department or field in which the 
degree was given.

Arts, Letters, Humanities. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               White
Business Administration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Drab
Economics. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         Copper
Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         Light Blue
Engineering. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        Orange
Fine Arts, Architecture. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Brown
Journalism. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        Crimson
Laws . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                              Purple
Library Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      Lemon
Medicine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           Green
Music. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               Pink
Nursing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           Apricot
Oratory (Speech). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  Silver Grey
Philosophy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       Dark Blue
Physical Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                Sage Green
Psychology. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       Royal Blue
Public Administration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              Peacock Blue
Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        Golden Yellow
Social Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         Citron
Theology, Ministry. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Scarlet

The inside colors of the hoods represent the colors of the university or 
college granting the degree.



DEPARTMENT/SCHOOL BANNERS

During the ceremony, department/school banners will be electronically 
displayed featuring a variety of colors and symbols. These banners 
were created by Mr. John Printy, Assistant Professor of Art & Design, 
along with some of his design students.

Each department’s/school’s mission is interpreted in symbolic logos, 
which may be used in other Northwestern promotional literature.

DEPARTMENT/SCHOOLS

Adult Undergraduate
Art & Design

Biblical & Theological Studies
Biology & Biochemistry

Business
Christian Ministries

Communication
Computing, Analytics, & Mathematics

Education
Engineering

English & Literature

Graduate Studies
History & Related Fields
Interdisciplinary Studies
Kinesiology, Sports Management, 
   & Physical Education
Music & Theatre
Nursing
Psychology, Criminal Justice, 
   & Law Enforcement
World Languages

THE FLAGS

In addition to the United States and Christian flags, there is a flag on 
display representing the home country of students who are members 
of the May 2024 graduating class. This year we are featuring the flag 
of the People’s Republic of China.

PHOTOGRAPHS

Amateur photographers are asked to be aware of and respect others in the 
audience who are taking pictures, including the university’s contracted 
photographer. Photographs may also be viewed and purchased online.

RESTROOMS

Restrooms are available on two levels in Totino-Knight Hall and in 
other campus buildings.

SAFETY

Members of Public Safety staff are in uniform and available throughout 
the ceremony. If you have questions or need assistance, please feel 
free to seek them out. You may reach a member of the Public Safety 
staff at 651-631-5310.


